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This famous castle, near London, is open as a museum for the public. 
What do you think you can see there? Read this text to see if your ideas 
are mentioned. Did this teacher enjoy visiting the castle? 

 
 

A student trip to Windsor Castle – what could go wrong? 
My students were all adults and they had all come to England from other countries. So I was 

expecting them to be more familiar with the airport-style metal detector: however, some didn’t 
want to give up the items in their pockets, while one forgot to pick his wallet up after passing 
through the machinery.  

I brought that wallet, along with the student’s jacket, with me. Then as I returned them, 
another student realised she had forgotten to pick up her keys after passing through the metal 
detector. 

I went back to help her find them, but the one key that had been found, which was on a green 
key ring, wasn’t hers. I tried to persuade her that if it wasn’t there, we would have to come back 
later and hope it had been handed in.  

Just when I had finally cajoled her into setting off, and I thought we could set foot into the 
castle grounds, yet another student noticed that she too had left her keys at the metal detectors. 

“Was yours on a green key ring?” I asked desperately, wondering if the stress of this day 
would put me off teaching for life. 

Fortunately that key was hers, and while I was away one of my other students found the other 
missing keys in the pocket of the jacket he had left with his wallet.  

Finally we could get started. However, as the day went on, everything else went wrong. First 
of all, my students used their mobile phones inside the castle, and took photos of the jewellery, 
the furniture, the clothes, and the ceilings, completely disobeying both of the stipulations on the 
many signs. Even though that meant they were already in trouble with the security staff, then 
they joked about which painting they were going to come back and steal!  

I was relieved to get them out of the castle but when they failed to return to the rendezvous 
point in time for the train I had told them we had to catch, I thought my nightmare was never 
going to end. 

Eventually everyone got back safely and I put my feet up at home, relieved that it was all 
over. The classroom is much easier work every time!  

 
 

What things can visitors see in the castle, according to this text? 
 
Read the story again and try to answer these questions: 
 
How many students left something at the metal detectors? 
 

What items did they leave? 
 

What do the signs say inside the castle? 
 

What happened after this group left the castle together? 
 

Why did the teacher think it was a nightmare that was never going 
to end? 
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